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1.For teachers in grades K-12: please note: for eLearning, the district 
expectation is that lesson plans are in the "Announcements" section of 
Canvas and/or emailed to parents via Groupwise or RDS email.

2.For all K-12 staff:  Digital Learning Day is coming!  Digital 
Learning Day 2016 occurs on February 17th this year, and 

therefore the iMovie competition, with prizes awarded, will begin in 
early February.  Information will be coming out from the Technology 
Department in about two weeks.

3.For English and Math teachers in grades 3-10: Do you know about the Pearson 
Test Nav ISTEP+ practice tests?  The Pearson Test Nav app, which all students in 
grade 3-10 have on their iPads, is free in the App Store: Pearson Test NAV, and 
provides dozens of free practice questions for students in math and English.  No 
login is needed; just click on the "practice tests" link just below the login field.  Ask 
your students to take a look at the technology-enhanced questions so they are 
prepared for ISTEP+ in the spring.

4.For K-12 English/Language Arts teachers: MyON is free again through 2016! 
Through the IDOE, MyON is free, and has a free app in the App Store: MyON free 
App.  Hoosier students now have free access to 5,000+ online books, both in English 
and Spanish, through December 31, 2016.  In the app's lower right corner, sign in 
using the school code "Hoosier Family of Readers" and the username is "read" and 
password is "read".  (Yes, it is that simple). Then tap the gray + sign to access the 
5,000+ free books, which can either be listened to as audiobooks or read the old 
fashioned way.

5. Excellence in Education: Do you know Robin Amstutz? Robin Amstutz is 
the Technology Coordinator, and has worked for EACS since 2008.  Robin 
is an alumnus of New Haven High School, and Robin's 4 children all went 
through EACS schools and graduated from New Haven High School.  
Robin has been married for 35 years to her high school sweetheart Joe, 
and enjoys spending time with her two beautiful grandchildren, with at least 
one more on the way.  

Fun technology fact: Carnegie Mellon University's Shawn Kelly has received a 
grant to develop a retinal prosthesis for restoring functional vision to the blind.  
Shawn's group has created a micro-fabricated thin film that is inserted behind the 
retina of the human eye. From this thin plastic film, the width of an eyelash, flexible 
electrodes send stimulating current signals to retinal nerves. A miniature microchip 
located in a titanium package generates these stimulating currents. That package 
is attached to the patient's eye, and receives image signals from specially 
designed glasses worn by a visually impaired patient. The device works very much 
like a camera, replacing the function of the rods and cones of the human eye.  
Read more about this amazing technology here: Retinal Prosthesis Article

https://appsto.re/us/3pzZW.i
https://appsto.re/us/NZQQG.i
http://www.cmu.edu/news/stories/archives/2012/june/june8_retinalprosthesis.html

